Underage Tobacco Use:
Get the Facts

For more information
about SC TEP, contact:

• Each day in the United States,
approximately 4,000 young people
between the ages of 12 and 17 start
smoking.

Brenda Powell
DAODAS
803-896-5555

• Nine out of 10 smokers start using
before the age of 19, even though the
legal age for access is 18.

For information about the
availability of SC TEP in
your county...

• One-third of young people who are
just “experimenting” with tobacco
end up being addicted by the time
they are 20.
• Only three out of 100 high school
smokers think they will be smoking
in five years...But in reality, 60 out of
100 will still be smoking seven to
nine years later.
• Only about 55% of high school
smokers who decide to quit are able
to stay off cigarettes for 30 days –
and it only gets harder as they get
older.
• 103,000 South Carolina kids now
under the age of 18 will ultimately
die prematurely from smoking.
• Only 18% of South Carolina teens
smoke, and approximately 8% use
dip or chewing tobacco...So
eradicating this problem is an
attainable goal!
Created November 2008

What is SC TEP?
The South Carolina Tobacco Education
Program (SC TEP) is offered as an
alternative to penalties for:
• Students who face suspension for
violation of a school tobacco-use policy
• Young people who break one of the
state’s laws regarding underage tobacco
use.
The program consists of four sections that
address and educate youth about:
• Tobacco use
• Effects of tobacco use
• Addiction
• Healthy alternatives to smoking
• Resources to quit using tobacco
products
By the end of the training, participants will:
• Understand the dangers of tobacco use
• Understand reasons that they should
consider quitting their use of tobacco
products
• Learn about resources to help them quit
using tobacco products

Who can refer young people
to SC TEP?
School Resource Officers
Schools can choose to refer students facing
school violations and/or civil fines for
possession or use of tobacco on or around
school property.

Community Organizations
Groups or agencies that work with at-risk
youth (e.g., Department of Juvenile Justice,
alternative programs) can refer participants.

Law Enforcement
Law enforcement officers often have the first
contact with offending young people and can
serve as a valuable source of referrals.

Magistrate Courts
With their ability to mandate participation in
SC TEP in lieu of fines, etc., the courts are
the primary source of referrals.

South Carolina
Tobacco Laws
The Youth Access to Tobacco Prevention
Act of 2006, which went into effect in
August of that year, states that is unlawful
for a minor under the age of 18 to
purchase, possess, or attempt to possess
tobacco products and/or to present false
proof of age in an attempt to purchase or
possess these products. Penalties include:
• A civil fine of $25
• A total fine that can exceed $100 after
court costs and fees
An individual’s failure to complete his/her
sentence gives the court the option to
restrict driving privileges for 90 days or to
deny issuance of a driver’s license 90 days
past eligibility.

SC TEP
is approved by the
S.C. Department
of Health and
Environmental Control
and the
S.C. Department of
Alcohol and Other Drug
Abuse Services.

